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PV\chRlRgiVWV, VRciRlRgiVWV, SURSRQeQWV Rf cUiWical aQd eYRlXWiRQaU\ WheRU\, aQd adYRcaWeV
geQeUall\ agUee WhaW VSecial chaQge VWaUWV ZiWh SeUVRQal chaQge. IW iQclXdeV cRQYeUVaWiRQ aQd
XQdeUVWaQdiQg. IW UelieV RQ cRllecWiQg aQd heaUiQg Whe YRiceV, VeeiQg Whe faceV, aQd leaUQiQg Whe
VWRUieV Rf iQWeUVecWiRQal liYed e[SeUieQce, SaVW Whe ViQgle-VWRU\ aQd VWeUeRW\SeV. SRcial chaQge
UeTXiUed iQdiYidXalV WR challeQge WheiU feaUV Rf chaQge aQd Rf Whe XQkQRZQ WR leaUQ hRZ WR Wake a
VeaW aW Whe Wable aQd liVWeQ WR Whe RWheU YRiceV iQ Whe URRP ZiWhRXW cRQWePSW RU cRQfURQWaWiRQ.
SRcial chaQge fRU TXeeU cRPPXQiWieV caQ fiQall\ haSSeQ ZheQ Whe QRUPaWiYe QaUUaWiYe iV
challeQged b\ ceQWeUiQg Whe liYed e[SeUieQce Rf Whe iQdiYidXalV ZiWhiQ Whe cRPPXQiW\ aQd
XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe Za\V WhaW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ, aQd cXlWXUal liWeUac\ VhaSe ideQWiW\. ThURXgh
kQRZledge, acceSWaQce, aQd ePSaWh\ Whe QaUUaWiYeV WhaW aUe acceSWed aQd XVed WR gXide VRcieW\
caQ becRPe PRUe iQclXViYe aQd Whe SRlicieV aQd SRliWicV VXUURXQdiQg WheVe ideQWiWieV caQ be PRUe
beQeficial, aQd VXSSRUWiYe.

WheQ I ZaV VeYeQ, I kQeZ WhaW ³lRYe ZaV lRYe´ ZheQ Ze ZeQW WR Whe ZeddiQg SaUW\ Rf
Whe WZR ZRPeQ dRZQ Whe VWUeeW. IW ZaV jXVW a SaUW\ aQd QRW a ³Ueal´ ZeddiQg becaXVe VaPe-Ve[
PaUUiage ZaVQ¶W legal. WheQ I ZaV eleYeQ, I leaUQed WhaW VRPe PeQ felW PRUe cRPfRUWable aV
ZRPeQ ZheQ P\ acWiQg cRach aQd hiV fUieQdV aWWeQded RXU caVW SaUW\ iQ dUeVVeV aQd heelV. IW ZaV
Whe laVW WiPe I VaZ hiP befRUe he haQged hiPVelf, ciWiQg Whe deSUeVViRQ he felW fURP QRW beiQg
acceSWed fRU ZhR he ZaV. WheQ I ZaV fifWeeQ, I gRW a cUXVh RQ a giUl iQ P\ ballURRP daQce claVV.
IW ZaV jXVW a ³PeaQiQgleVV giUl-cUXVh´ becaXVe I ³liked bR\V bXW« if I fRXQd a giUl I liked WhaW
ZRXld be Rka\ WRR... bXW I liked bR\V« Ueall\.´ WheQ I ZaV WhiUW\-WZR, I aVked a fUieQd ZheQ he
kQeZ he ZaV ga\ aQd he Vaid he¶d ³jXVW alZa\V kQRZQ´. He aVked ZheQ I ³kQeZ I ZaV VWUaighW´
aQd I Ueali]ed I didQ¶W kQRZ if I ZaV. OYeU WiPe, QRWiced WhaW Whe ZRUdV Ze XVe WR deVcUibe
RXUVelYeV aQd RXU feeliQgV caUUied ZeighW. I Ueali]ed hRZ laQgXage VhaSeV, cUeaWeV aQd UecUeaWeV
ideQWiW\ iQ Za\V WhaW caQ deVWUR\ aQd ePSRZeU. LaQgXage iV SRZeUfXl aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg hRZ
cXlWXUe haV chaQged Whe PeaQiQgV, PRYePeQWV, aQd SeUfRUPaQceV Rf VSecific ZRUdV iQ Whe
laQgXage RYeU WiPe iV VR iPSRUWaQW. UViQg ZRUdV iQ Whe ³UighW´ Za\ aQd becRPiQg aUWicXlaWe ZiWh
Whe liWeUacieV Rf geQdeU aQd Ve[XaliW\ YalidaWeV, affiUPV, aQd hXPaQi]eV ideQWiWieV.

I VSeQW PXch Rf P\ WZeQWieV RQ Whe iQWeUQeW, PakiQg fUieQdV aQd bXildiQg RQliQe VXSSRUW
V\VWePV, geQeUall\ ZiWh SeRSle ZhR ZeUe PXch \RXQgeU WhaQ I ZaV, bXW VRPehRZ a lRW VPaUWeU
aQd PRUe acceSWiQg abRXW VRPe WhiQgV WhaQ P\ SeeUV ZeUe. I RfWeQ felW like P\ SeeUV aQd Whe
geQeUaWiRQV ZhR ZeUe RldeU WhaQ I ZaV ZeUe VWXck RQ Rld ZRUdV aQd cRQceSWV, XQable WR ZelcRPe
Whe PRYePeQW aQd chaQge Rf Whe laQgXageV aQd liWeUacieV Rf VRcial QaUUaWiYeV. Ma\be Whe\ ZeUe
WRR UelXcWaQW WR ePbUace chaQge. Ma\be Whe\ ZeUe WRR aUURgaQW WR eQWeUWaiQ QeZ ideaV. All I



kQeZ fRU VXUe iV WhaW WheVe ³RldeU aQd ZiVeU´ cUiWicV ZeUe PiVViQg VRPeWhiQg I didQ¶W ZaQW WR
PiVV.

LRRkiQg aURXQd iQ VSaceV QeaU Pe aQd RQliQe, I fRXQd WhaW WheUe ZeUe a lRW Rf VWRUieV fURP
TXeeU-ideQWif\iQg SeRSle WhaW all VRUW Rf ZeQW a ViPilaU Za\. The\ WhRXghW Whe\ ZeUe bURkeQ, Whe\
WhRXghW WheUe ZaV VRPeWhiQg ZURQg ZiWh WheP, Whe\ had WR WU\ WR be ³QRUPal´ aQd WheQ Whe\
heaUd VRPeRQe elVe¶V VWRU\, VaZ WhePVelYeV UeflecWed iQ a chaUacWeU iQ a PRYie, RU VaZ a ZRUd RU
cRQceSW e[SlaiQed aQd defiQed RQ VRcial Pedia aQd iW chaQged WhiQgV fRU WheP. The\ felW
XQdeUVWRRd. The\ felW VeeQ. The\ felW like Whe\ had fRXQd laQgXage WhaW Whe\ cRXld XVe WR Walk
abRXW WheiU RZQ ideQWiW\ aQd e[SeUieQceV. ThiV VWRU\ ZaV P\ RZQ. AQd I ZaQWed WR XQdeUVWaQd iW
PRUe.

LLWeUac\

IQ JaQXaU\ Rf 2019, The WilliaPV IQVWiWXWe aW Whe UCLA SchRRl Rf LaZ e[aPiQed Whe
UeVXlWV Rf a GallXS Dail\ TUackiQg SXUYe\ aQd fRXQd WhaW 4.5% Rf a VaPSle Rf aSSUR[iPaWel\
350,000 U.S. adXlWV ageV 18 aQd XS ZhR UeVide iQ Whe 50 VWaWeV aQd Whe DiVWUicW Rf CRlXPbia
ideQWified aV LeVbiaQ, Ga\, BiVe[Xal RU TUaQVgeQdeU. ThaW¶V URXghl\ 11.3 PilliRQ SeRSle. While
WhaW VeePV like a lRW Rf SeRSle, Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\ iV VWill a YeU\ VPall aQd VWill YeU\
RSSUeVVed PiQRUiW\ iQ RXU cRXQWU\ aQd aURXQd Whe ZRUld. LGBTQ+ SeRSle aUe faced ZiWh PaQ\
RbVWacleV fURP diVcUiPiQaWiRQ aQd Whe YiRlaWiRQ Rf hXPaQ UighWV WR bXll\iQg aQd ³RWheUiQg´. Like
PaQ\ gURXSV aQd VXbcXlWXUeV, Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\ haV XQiTXe liWeUacieV aQd laQgXageV WhaW
aUe aQ iPSRUWaQW SaUW Rf Whe liYeV Rf WhRVe ZiWhiQ Whe cRPPXQiW\ WhaW SURYideV VafeW\, UecRgQiWiRQ,
ePSRZeUPeQW, aQd ideQWiW\, aQd Whe UelaWiRQVhiS beWZeeQ liWeUacieV, WechQRlRgieV, aQd ideQWiWieV
VXSSRUW aQd VhaSe TXeeU SeRSle aQd WheiU e[SeUieQce iQ RXU VRcial QaUUaWiYe.  (WilliaPV IQVWiWXWe,
UCLA SchRRl Rf LaZ, 2019)

LaQgXage aQd Ve[XaliW\ UeVeaUcheUV haYe dePRQVWUaWed hRZ Ve[XaliW\ iV diVcXUViYel\
VhaSed b\ Whe Za\ Ze XVe laQgXage WR Walk aQd ZUiWe abRXW Ve[XaliW\-UelaWed aVSecWV. ThiV iVVXe
becRPeV eYeQ cleaUeU ZheQ iW iV iQYeVWigaWed hRZ Ve[XaliW\-UelaWed laQgXage XVe chaQgeV RYeU
WiPe ViQce diffeUeQceV iQ laQgXage XVe eYRlYiQg fURP a cRPSaUiVRQ Rf hiVWRUical SeUiRdV Well XV
VRPeWhiQg abRXW hRZ RXU cRQceSWXali]aWiRQ Rf Ve[Xal SheQRPeQa haV deYelRSed (GUeeQ 2018).
OldeU geQeUaWiRQV Rf LGBTQ+ SeRSle Uelied RQ XQiTXe laQgXage aQd liWeUac\ iQ RUdeU WR fiQd RQe
aQRWheU aQd cRPPXQiW\ Zhile VWill hidiQg WhRVe diffeUeQceV fURP VRcieW\. ThiV ZaV eVSeciall\
QeceVVaU\ fRU SlaceV ZheUe hRPRVe[XaliW\ ZaV illegal. QXeeU SeRSle XVed ³cRde ZRUdV´ aQd
VlaQg WR allRZ WheP WR VSeak RSeQl\ abRXW WheiU ideQWiWieV aQd e[SeUieQceV. AddiWiRQall\,
VRciRliQgXiVWicV haYe fRXQd WhaW  ³Vhe-iQg,´ aQ acadePic WeUP WhaW UefeUV WR Whe liQgXiVWic SUacWice
Rf fePiQi]iQg SeRSle aQd WhiQgV iV alVR a SeUfRUPaWiYe SaUW Rf Whe laQgXage WhaW TXeeU SeRSle
VSeak.  She-iQg aSSeaUV alPRVW XQiYeUVall\ aQd acURVV ceQWXUieV iQ ga\ laQgXage. IW ZaV iQiWiall\
SUacWical, eQabliQg ga\ PeQ WR Walk abRXW Ve[ aQd lRYeUV iQ SXblic ZiWhRXW feaU Rf aUUeVW RU
SeUVecXWiRQ.

The WilliaPV IQVWiWXWe daWa alVR VhRZed WhaW Whe aYeUage age Rf Whe  LGBT ideQWified
APeUicaQ¶V SRlled ZaV 37 \eaUV Rld ZiWh Whe laUgeVW SeUceQWage Rf WheP falliQg beWZeeQ Whe ageV
Rf 18-24. (WilliaPV IQVWiWXWe, UCLA SchRRl Rf LaZ, 2019). The PilleQQialV aQd geQ-] VWill Uel\
RQ a lRW Rf Whe SUe-VWRQeZall laQgXage Rf Whe cRPPXQiW\ bXW Whe\ alVR haYe fRUced chaQge iQ Whe
UelaWiRQVhiSV beWZeeQ WheVe ZRUdV aQd Whe VRcial QaUUaWiYe. SRPeWiPeV WheUe iV SXVhback fURP
Whe RldeU geQeUaWiRQV aV \RXQgeU LGBTQ SeRSle UeclaiP Whe ZRUd ³TXeeU´, UedefiQe WeUPV WR be
PRUe iQclXViYe, fighW fRU VWaWeV WR SXW WUaQVgeQdeUed QaPeV aQd SURQRXQV RQ dUiYeU¶V liceQVeV RU
VSeak lRXdl\ fRU WheiU UighWV WR eTXaliW\. IW¶V a VhifW aZa\ fURP PeeWiQg iQ VecUeW aQd XViQg cRdeV



bXW PXch Rf Whe ZRUd chRiceV aQd SeUfRUPaQce VWill iQclXde RldeU YRcabXlaU\. ThiV \RXQgeU
geQeUaWiRQ acTXiUeV aQd VhaUeV WheiU laQgXage diffeUeQWl\ WhaQ Whe RldeU geQeUaWiRQV did aQd WheUe
aUe eQWiUe VcRSeV Rf liWeUac\ WhaW caQ be fRXQd RQliQe aQd WhURXgh VRcial Pedia. TechQRlRg\
caUUieV Whe laQgXage aQd YRcabXlaU\ aURXQd Whe ZRUld aQd UeacheV aQd cRQQecWV PRUe SeRSle
WhaQ eYeU befRUe. TZiWWeU, TXPblU, aQd RWheU VRcial ViWeV SURYide \RXQg TXeeUV ZiWh Whe PeaQV WR
leaUQ aQd XQdeUVWaQd WheiU VhaUed e[SeUieQceV. IW alVR allRZV WhRVe ZhR aUe TXeVWiRQV RU ZhR aUe
allieV a ZiQdRZ iQWR Whe laQgXage WhaW Pa\ helS ZiWh beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd acceSWaQce.

WheQ Whe ZURQg laQgXage iV XVed iQ UegaUdV WR a SeUVRQ¶V ideQWiW\ iW caQ Pake WheP feel
XQVafe aQd VWigPaWi]ed. A 2014 VWXd\ Rf WUaQVgeQdeU iQdiYidXalV, fRU e[aPSle, fRXQd WhaW 32.8%
Rf SaUWiciSaQWV felW ³YeU\ VWigPaWi]ed´ ZheQ Whe\ ZeUe PiVgeQdeUed (JagaQQaWhaQ, 2019.)
MiVgeQdeUiQg iV RQe Rf Whe PRUe VXbWle fRUPV Rf eQacWed VWigPa WhaW WUaQVgeQdeU VSecWUXP
iQdiYidXalV e[SeUieQce aV iW haV Whe SRWeQWial WR VhaSe hRZ Whe\ feel aQd hRZ Whe\ eYalXaWe
WhePVelYeV aQd WheiU VRcial ideQWiW\ (McLePRUe, 2014.) The e[SeUieQce caQ UeVXlW iQ a lRVV Rf
³Whe VeQVe Rf belRQgiQg, Rf beiQg VeeQ,´(JagaQQaWhaQ, 2019.)

ReSUeVeQWaWLRQ

ReSUeVeQWaWiRQ bXildV Whe idealV aQd acceSWed cRQYeQWiRQV Rf Whe VRcial QaUUaWiYe iQ
UegaUdV WR Whe SeUfRUPaQce, XQdeUVWaQdiQg, aQd YRcabXlaU\ Rf geQdeU, Uace, Ve[XaliW\, age,
eWhQiciW\, aQd RWheU WUaiWV Rf ideQWiW\. GRRd UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ allRZV gURXSV aQd iQdiYidXalV WhaW aUe
deePed ³RXWVide´ Rf Whe ³QRUPV´ WR be VeeQ b\ VRcieW\ aQd allRZV WheiU YRiceV aQd VWRUieV WR be
heaUd. WheQ aXdieQceV aUe able WR Vee VRPeWhiQg UeSUeVeQWed Whe\ aUe beWWeU able WR fiQd
XQdeUVWaQdiQg aQd cUeaWe VSaceV fRU QeZ VRcial QRUPV aQd VhifW Whe VRcial cRQVciRXVQeVV WR
iQclXde diffeUeQW e[SeUieQceV, backgURXQdV, aQd ideQWiWieV. Each Rf WheVe XQVeeQ gURXSV haV gRQe
WhURXgh WUaQVfRUPaWiRQ RQ VcUeeQ aV Whe feedback fURP VRcieW\ haV fXUWheU PRlded WheiU VcUeeQ
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd Zill cRQWiQXe WR chaQge aV VRcieW\¶V XQdeUVWaQdiQg, dePaQdV, aQd e[SeUieQceV
SXVh fRU eYeQ beWWeU chaUacWeUV WR UeSUeVeQW WheP.

CRQVideUiQg WhaW TeleYiViRQ haV VeUYed aV a Yehicle WR QRUPali]e aQd VXSSRUW Whe YiVibiliW\
aQd UealiW\ Rf ZRPeQ, SeRSle Rf cRlRU, diffeUeQWl\-abled iQdiYidXalV, Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\,
aQd RWheU PaUgiQali]ed gURXSV RQ VcUeeQ aQd iQ VRcieW\, iW¶V cUiWical, iQ WhiV SaUWicXlaU PRPeQW, WR
aVk RXUVelYeV if Pedia UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\ iV UeflecWiQg Whe Za\ Whe
cRPPXQiW\ iV chaQgiQg aQd e[SaQdiQg. If RXU VRcieW\ iV gRiQg WR PRYe clRVeU WR VRcial jXVWice,
WheQ iW iV cUiWical WhaW Ze Vee UeSUeVeQWaWiRQV Rf RXUVelYeV WUaQVfRUP iQ Whe Pedia. CeQWeUiQg Whe
UheWRUic Rf UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aV a PeaQV Rf VRcial jXVWice iV iPSeUaWiYe WR Whe fXWXUe Rf Whe VRcial
QaUUaWiYe, acceSWaQce, aQd XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf all PaUgiQali]ed SeRSleV.  UViQg Pedia
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf BiVe[Xal aQd AVe[Xal chaUacWeUV, WhiV eVVa\ e[aPiQeV Whe TXaliW\ Rf
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\ iQ Pedia becaXVe a fXll UaQge Rf WheiU VWRUieV aUe
iPSRUWaQW fRU XV WR Vee aQd WR heaU.

BecaXVe life aQd aUW iPiWaWe RQe aQRWheU aQd fRUP RXU VRcial QaUUaWiYe, WeleYiViRQ iV
alZa\V PRUe WhaQ PeUe eQWeUWaiQPeQW. IW caUUieV PeVVageV abRXW VRcial iQWeUacWiRQV aQd abRXW Whe
QaWXUe aQd YalXe Rf gURXSV iQ Whe VRcieW\ WhaW caQ iQflXeQce aWWiWXdeV, YalXeV, aQd acWiRQV aPRQg
iWV YieZeUV. IW VeUYeV aV a VRXUce Rf iQfRUPaWiRQ abRXW Whe ZRUld, ZheWheU YieZeUV Veek
eQWeUWaiQPeQW RU eQlighWeQPeQW. (HXVWRQ). MRVW YieZeUV dR QRW ViPSl\ cRQVXPe Pedia iPageV
aQd UePaiQ XQaffecWed, VR UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iV iPSRUWaQW (EVchhRl], eW al.). AccRUdiQg WR cXlWiYaWiRQ
WheRU\, SRUWUa\iQg VRPeWhiQg RQ WeleYiViRQ helSV WR PaiQVWUeaP iW aQd iW VWaQdV WR UeaVRQ WhaW
WeleYiViRQ deSicWiRQV Rf LGBTQ+ chaUacWeUV VhRXld eYRlYe aV LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiWieV dR
(GeUbQeU). MaQ\ TXeeU chaUacWeUV haYe beeQ iPSURYed WR SURYide beWWeU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ,



iQWeUVecWiRQaliW\ haV beeQ cRQVideUed aQd VWeUeRW\SeV haYe beeQ ShaVed RXW, hRZeYeU, deVSiWe
VWUideV fRU accXUaWe Pedia UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf Whe LGBTQ+ cRPPXQiW\, BiVe[Xal aQd AVe[Xal
chaUacWeUV aUe VWill SlagXed ZiWh VWeUeRW\SeV RU eUaVed alWRgeWheU, SeUSeWXaWiQg a cRQWiQXed VRcial
QaUUaWiYe WhaW RYeUlRRkV, iQYalidaWeV aQd deleWeV WheVe ideQWiWieV.

SiQce WheiU fiUVW deSicWiRQV RQ WeleYiViRQ, ga\ aQd leVbiaQ chaUacWeUV haYe beeQ caVW iQ a
Zide YaUieW\ Rf VWeUeRW\SeV aQd WURSeV fURP laUgel\ Ve[leVV WR h\SeU-Ve[Xali]ed. IQiWiall\,
chaUacWeUV ZeUe deVe[Xali]ed, aQd aQ\ cRQWacW beWZeeQ WZR SeRSle Rf Whe VaPe geQdeU, eYeQ
kiVViQg, ZaV heaYil\ ceQVRUed. (KhaQ). LaWeU, VhRZV like QXeeU aV FRlk, Zhich deSicWed WZR Rf
Whe VhRZ¶V PaiQ chaUacWeUV eQgagiQg iQ e[SliciW Ve[Xal acWiYiW\ dXUiQg Whe SilRW eSiVRde, ZeUe Whe
SRlaU RSSRViWe Rf Ve[leVV. (KeVVleU). BRWh Rf WheVe YieZV Rf  LGBTQ+ iQdiYidXalV UeVXlW iQ flaW
chaUacWeUV aQd PiVUeSUeVeQWaWiRQ bRWh RQ VcUeeQ aQd iQ VRcieW\. The SRUWUa\alV Rf LGBTQ+
chaUacWeUV aUe SURblePaWic becaXVe Whe\ VhRZ hRZ ³ga\QeVV iV VeeQ WhURXgh Whe e\eV Rf cRQfXVed
heWeURVe[XalV´ (WalWeUV) aQd fXUWheU PiVlead YieZeUV ZiWh RWheU VWeUeRW\Sed cRQYeQWiRQV Rf
hRPRVe[XaliW\ like Whe ³VaVV\ ga\ PaQ´, Whe ³flaQQel-clad PaVcXliQe leVbiaQ´, Whe ³Ve[\
e[SeUiPeQWiQg cRllege giUl´, Whe ³iQQRceQW \RXQg bi-cXUiRXV bR\´ aQd a fXUWheU YaUieW\ Rf
SRUQ-VcUiSW ZRUWh\ RQe-diPeQViRQal iQaccXUacieV. EYeQ VhRZV WhaW aUe acclaiPed fRU WheiU
LGBTQ+ iQclXViRQ VWill, XQfRUWXQaWel\, Uel\ RQ SURblePaWic VWRU\liQeV aQd SaWWeUQV. FRU e[aPSle,
Will aQd GUace, WhRXgh SUaiVed fRU SRUWUa\iQg Whe idea WhaW QRW eYeU\ ga\ PaQ iV Whe VaPe, VWill
Uelied RQ Rld VWeUeRW\SeV b\ SUeVeQWiQg hRPRVe[XaliW\ XViQg a cRPedic baViV aQd ³eTXaWiQg
ga\QeVV ZiWh a lack Rf PaVcXliQiW\´ (BaWWleV aQd HilWRQ-MRUURZ). The WeeQ PXVical dUaPa Glee,
ZaV alVR highl\ SUaiVed fRU Whe Za\V WhaW iW RSeQed XS SRVVibiliWieV fRU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ WR challeQge
heWeURQRUPaWiYiW\  (DhaeQeQV) bXW SeUSeWXaWed Whe WURSeV Rf Whe hRPRVe[XalV aV QRWhiQg PRUe
WhaQ YicWiPV VeekiQg V\PSaWh\ aQd Rf a hieUaUch\ Rf heWeUR-acceSWaQce baVed RQ Whe ideaV Rf
³cRPiQg RXW´ aV a PeaQV Rf ³aXWheQWiciW\´ aQd labeliQg.

M\ ReVeaUcK
IQVSiUed b\ P\ RZQ jRXUQe\ WR fiQd Whe UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ aQd Whe laQgXage, I begaQ P\

UeVeaUch ZiWh facXlW\ PeQWRU KiP HackfRUd-PeeU aW Whe UQiYeUViW\ Rf UWah. I cRQVWUXcWed a
VXUYe\ WhaW I VhaUed ZiWh P\ QeWZRUkV aQd iQYiWed RWheUV WR VhaUe ZiWh WheiU RZQ. The TXeVWiRQV I
aVked iQ Whe VXUYe\ fRcXVed RQ Whe VSaceV aQd PRdeV iQ Zhich Whe UeVSRQdeUV leaUQed abRXW
diffeUeQW ideQWiWieV, ZRUdV WR deVcUibe WhRVe ideQWiWieV, aQd Whe cRPPXQiWieV WhaW Whe\ iQiWiall\ aQd
cXUUeQWl\ fiQd fRU WhePVelYeV. I alVR aVked abRXW UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iQ eQWeUWaiQPeQW aQd QeZV Pedia
aQd hRZ WhaW affecWV WheiU RZQ ideQWiWieV. The UeVSRQdeUV PRVWl\ fell iQWR Whe 18-25 age UaQge
ZiWh VeYeUal RWheUV fall iQWR ageV XS WR 45 - WhRXgh I didQ¶W diVcRXUage RldeU fRlkV fURP
SaUWiciSaWiQg. IdeQWiWieV UaQged acURVV Whe bRaUd.

SRPe Rf Whe UeVXlWV ZeUe e[SecWed.

MaQ\ TXeeU iQdiYidXalV ZhR SaUWiciSaWed Vaid WhaW Whe\ Vee ga\ PeQ UeSUeVeQWed ³Rka\´
aQd ³Zell´ iQ bRWh QeZV aQd eQWeUWaiQPeQW, Zhile WUaQVgeQdeU SeRSle ZeUe UeSUeVeQWed ³SRRUl\´
iQ bRWh aQd biVe[XalV ³QRW VeeQ´ aW all. I ZRXld be iQWeUeVWed iQ UeVeaUch fXUWheU WR leaUQ if allieV
aQd heWeURVe[Xal ideQWif\iQg SeRSle ZRXld YieZ WhiV UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iQ Whe VaPe Za\ RU if WheiU
aQVZeUV ZRXld be diffeUeQW. I alVR ZRQdeU hRZ Whe eUaVXUe Rf ideQWiWieV cRPSaUeV WR Whe QegaWiYe
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf WheP.



The UeVXlWV alVR VhRZed WhaW Zhile PRVW SaUWiciSaQWV leaUQed abRXW Whe e[iVWeQce Rf ga\V,
leVbiaQV, aQd biVe[XalV PRVWl\ RffliQe aQd fURP SaUeQWV aQd fUieQdV RU PRYieV aQd TV, Zhile Whe\
leaUQed abRXW Whe e[iVWeQce Rf RWheU TXeeU ideQWiWieV RQ VRcial Pedia ViWeV. The PajRUiW\ Rf
UeVSRQdeQWV alVR iQdicaWed WhaW Whe\ haYe WXUQed WR VRcial Pedia PRVW RfWeQ WR fiQd laQgXage WR
e[SUeVV WhePVelYeV aQd WheiU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf WheVe ideQWiWieV.



OQe SaUWiciSaQW Vaid I feel like ³I haYe WR fiW iQWR ZhaW SeRSle RXWVide Whe cRPPXQiW\
e[SecW WR be RU e[SecW Pe WR dR. I feel like if I ZaiYeU fURP WhRVe e[SecWaWiRQV, I ZRQ'W be YieZed
aV Yalid aQd ZRQ'W be acceSWed.´

IW iV VXch aQ iPSRUWaQW VWaWePeQW. We kQRZ WhaW liYed e[SeUieQceV aQd iQWeUVecWiRQaliW\
allRZ fRU aQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg be\RQd Whe ViQgle VWRU\. AQd Ze caQ Vee hRZ a ViQgle VWRU\ Rf a
PaUgiQali]ed gURXS caQ cUeaWe a VRcial QaUUaWiYe WhaW VWeUeRW\SeV, WRkeQi]eV, aQd eYeQ
dehXPaQi]eV Whe SeRSle ZhR liYe WheVe liYeV. ThiV UeVeaUch aiPV WR chaQge WhaW fRU TXeeU
ideQWiWieV. SXbYeUW Whe VRcial QaUUaWiYe ZiWh ZRUdV aQd cRQWe[W. ShRZ ZheUe WheVe ZRUdV aUe
fRXQd, Whe cRPPXQiWieV Whe\ cUeaWe, aQd Whe VafeW\ Whe\ SURYide. Tell Whe VWRUieV Rf ZhaW iW PeaQV
WR fiQd ZRUdV aQd Vee Velf-UeflecWed iQ Pedia aQd Whe ZRUld. RePiQd WhRVe ZhR Pake SRlicieV
aQd UXleV WhaW affecW TXeeU SeRSle WhaW Whe\ aUe PRUe WhaQ a VWeUeRW\Se aQd aUe Ueal hXPaQV ZiWh
Ueal PePRUieV aQd e[SeUieQce.

B\ e[SlRUiQg aQd e[aPiQiQg WhiV liWeUac\, WheVe ZRUdV, aQd hRZ LGBTQIA+ SeRSle Vee
WhePVelYeV aQd WheiU liYed e[SeUieQceV iQ Pedia, acadePia aQd Whe RYeUall VRcial QaUUaWiYe, a
beWWeU XQdeUVWaQdiQg Rf Whe VigQificaQce caQ be deYelRSed. FURP WheVe UeVXlWV, aQ XQdeUVWaQdiQg
Rf liYed e[SeUieQce aQd diYeUViW\ caQ be UecRgQi]ed aQd XVed WR cUeaWe PRUe iQclXViYe aQd PRUe
aXWheQWic QaUUaWiYeV aQd VSaceV iQ ZRUkSlaceV, acadePia, faPil\, SRliWicV aQd SRlic\, aQd iQ
geQeUal. ThiV alVR fRVWeUV a VWURQgeU, PRUe URbXVW VXSSRUW Rf Whe LGBTQIA+ cRPPXQiWieV aURXQd
XV aQd iQ VRcieW\.

WK\ IW MaWWeUV

IdeQWiWieV aUe clRVel\ liQked WR Velf-iPage aQd Velf-ZRUWh aQd ZheQ WhRVe labelV WhaW aUe
chRVeQ aUe iQYalidaWed RU diVcUiPiQaWed agaiQVW iW WhURXgh Whe ZURQg laQgXage, diVcUiPiQaWiQg
QaUUaWiYeV, haUPfXl SRliWieV, SRliWical UheWRUic, aQd SRRU UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ iW caQ caXVe Sh\Vical aQd
PeQWal diVWUeVV. LGBTQ WeeQV aUe WZice aV likel\ WR aWWePSW VXicide aV VWUaighW adRleVceQWV,
accRUdiQg WR Whe CeQWeUV fRU DiVeaVe CRQWURl (LGBT YRXWh).

BeiQg VeeQ aQd YalidaWed aQd acceSWed SUedicWV gUeaWeU Velf-eVWeeP, VRcial VXSSRUW, aQd
geQeUal healWh VWaWXV; iW alVR SURWecWV agaiQVW deSUeVViRQ, VXbVWaQce abXVe, aQd VXicidal ideaWiRQ
aQd behaYiRUV (R\aQ, RXVVell, HXebQeU, Dia], & SaQche], 2010). ThiV iV RQe Rf Whe PaQ\ UeaVRQV
WhaW laQgXage aQd Whe acTXiViWiRQ Rf laQgXage haYe VXch a VWURQg cRQQecWiRQ ZiWh ideQWiW\ aQd Whe
TXeeU e[SeUieQce. IW iV alVR Zh\ iW iV iPSRUWaQW fRU iQdiYidXalV WR be able WR Vee aQ aXWheQWic
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ Rf diffeUeQW ideQWiWieV iQ QeZV aQd Pedia.

IQ RUdeU WR chaQge Whe VRcial aQd UheWRUical QaUUaWiYeV iQ RXU ZRUld, iW iV iPSRUWaQW WhaW Ze
cRQfURQW aQd challeQge Whe VWaWXV TXR, Whe QRUPV Rf Whe dRPiQaQW gURXSV, aQd Whe dRgPaWic
SeUfRUPaWiYiW\ WhaW dicWaWeV QRUPaWiYiW\. B\ XQdeUVWaQdiQg Whe Za\V WhaW TXeeU cRPPXQiWieV fiQd,
XVe, aQd cXUaWe laQgXage WR e[SUeVV WheiU e[SeUieQceV aQd WhePVelYeV, aV Zell aV Whe Za\V WhaW
UeSUeVeQWaWiRQ cRlRUV aQd VhaSeV WhiV ideQWiW\ Ze caQ cUeaWe a PRUe iQclXViYe aQd PRUe aXWheQWic
VSace fRU all iQdiYidXalV. E[aPiQiQg Whe VWRUieV aQd iQWeUVecWiRQV Rf liYed e[SeUieQceV, VRcieW\
caQ cUeaWe a QeZ QaUUaWiYe Rf XQdeUVWaQdiQg, acceSWaQce, aQd ePSaWh\ WhaW beQefiWV WhRVe ZiWhiQ
aQd cRPPXQiW\ aQd WhRVe RXWVide Rf iW aV Zell. PRlicieV aQd SRliWicV VXUURXQdiQg WheVe ideQWiWieV
caQ fRcXV RQ VXSSRUW aQd iPSURYePeQW aQd PRYe WRZaUd VeeiQg TXeeU iQdiYidXalV aV Ueal,
aXWheQWic, hXPaQ SeRSle.
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